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“Calling All Artists, 

Whoever You Are.” 

Lizzie Simon reports on the 
difficulties of counting artists 
in the Wall Street Journal 
(03/28/11). 
 
The NYC Occupational Em-
ployment Statistics tallied 
1,200 fine artists, 1,470 
dancers and 5,820 actors in 
2008. But these numbers, 
and others used by city policy 
makers, constitute a gross 
underestimation. According 
to ICSCS Director Paul Nagle, 
accurate data tells a different 
story about the economic 
impact of the arts and will 
help influence policy deci-
sions more favorably. One 
root of the miscalculation, he 
noted, is the practice of 
counting only those artists 
whose primary income is 
derived from making art, 
thereby excluding a great-
number of working choreog-
raphers, playwrights, sculp-
tors and so forth, whose 
earnings largely come from 
outside the arts. Even if eve-
ryone could agree on what 
makes an artist, the process 
of locating them has yet to 
be determined.  The ICSCS's 
first step, funded with a 
Rockefeller grant, involves a 
conversation about the who 
and how of counting artists.  
 

Click here for full article 

Art from Unusual  
Materials 

 
The artistic impulse can find 
inspiration in almost any ma-
terial, from the traditional to 
the unexpected, with the 
following delightful results. 
Send us images of your favor-
ite non-traditional art forms. 
 
Mysterious Paper Sculptures 
 
Packing Tape (pictured)  
 
Post-it Wars 
 
Sandwich Art 
 
Vintage Book Carvings 

Prior to joining the UMEZ 
team in 2003, Aminah Yoba 
worked in film production and 
advertising, which gave her 
first-hand knowledge of the 
juncture of the arts and eco-
nomics.  Of her work with 
Upper Manhattan’s culturals, 
Aminah says, “I love how our 
capacity-building efforts sup-
port community arts organiza-
tions in reaching a higher level 
of programmatic and opera-
tional excellence.” As a pro-
gram officer, Aminah brings 
creativity, patience, and grace 
to her grantees.  

Artists Connect in  

Upper Manhattan 

More and more artists are 
networking through Upper 
Manhattan’s arts service or-
ganizations, Harlem Arts Alli-
ance (HAA) and Northern Man-
hattan Arts Alliance (NoMAA). 
HAA’s membership has more 
than doubled in the last three 
years to 850. NoMAA’s first 
membership drive last Novem-
ber garnered 130 members. All 
artists benefit from technical 
assistance, professional devel-
opment, advocacy, grants, 
space subsidy and visibility 
provided by these dynamic 
support agencies. 

 
 

Fundraising is 
the gentle art of 

teaching the  
joy of giving.  
Hank Rosso 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The only thing 

better than 

singing is  

more singing.  
Ella Fitzgerald 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The New York 
telephone  

directory is my 
favorite book. 
No plot, but 

what an amusing 
cast of  

characters.  
Anonymous 
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Non-Profit Resources:  
Chronicle of  
Philanthropy 

 
Arts administrators rely on 
their years of experience, 
moxie, and passion to man-
age their organizations. To 
aid in that effort, there exist  
myriad arts– and nonprofit–
related resources.  An exam-
ple of one such resource is 
The Chronicle of Philan-
thropy.  
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